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Bad News 

vs 

Good News 
 
 
 
 

 Welcome from our Programme Manager 
 

I recently attended a meeting on Antimicrobial Resistance, hosted by 

Chatham House and held near Charing Cross. This coincided with the 

mass protest by ‘Extinction Rebellion’, bringing that part of the capital to 

a standstill for several days.  Even delivery of paper copies of the 

Chatham House review of progress against the objectives of the 2016 

O’Neill AMR Review was delayed by the protesters in the road outside!  

It was hard to comprehend which issue poses the greatest threat to 

humankind – climate change, or the effects of global disease unchecked 

by effective antibiotics. Opinions vary, but currently, one cause gets far 

more media attention that the other! 
 

Amidst all that Bad News, it is interesting to reflect that The 

Bloomsbury SET is an entirely Good News ‘story’, mobilising £5million 

of funds from Research England to take research to a point where it can 

make an impact.  We are now halfway through the programme, have 

funded 16 projects (with the possibility of a few more to come in 2020); 

and are building a community across the four Colleges and beyond.   
 

Whatever your approach to festivities, Christmas is a time for Good 

News, reflection on the past and enthusiasm for the new year, so our 

first newsletter, coming just before the holiday season, focuses on some 

of the early achievements of The Bloomsbury SET. 
 

We wish you the season’s greetings for a Christmas break enjoyed the 

way you like it best! 
 

Mark Smith, Programme Manager, December 2019 
 



  

 

A productive Sandpit –  

      ‘The Bloomsbury Bout’! 
By Dr Ray Kent 

 

One objective of The Bloomsbury SET as a 

platform to develop Knowledge Exchange 

between and beyond the partner Colleges has 

been to experiment with innovative events that 

bring together researchers from a range of diverse 

disciplines.  One area in which the Colleges are 

not completely aware of the expertise or potential 

that they have, is in the application of artificial 

intelligence / machine learning tools to investigate 

large data sets (‘Big Data’), leading to improved 

mathematical models in the area of infectious 

disease transmission and resistance to antibiotics. 
  
In May 2019 The Bloomsbury SET convened a 

‘Sandpit’ to invite all the existing research teams in 

RVC, LSHTM, LSE and SOAS to get together in 

the same room and work out some possible 

solutions to some ‘Big Data’ problems.  After a 

day of team-forming and flip-chart filling, eight 

interdisciplinary ideas involving researchers from 

at least two Colleges were funded at up to £2,000 

per project.  This enabled the teams to work up 

their ideas over three months and return to pitch 

their idea to a funding panel of experts drawn 

from industry.  
 

The panel met in September 2019 and, inspired by 

a well-known TV business pitching programme, 

the eight teams were coached in the morning by a 

professional facilitator and made their pitches for 

funding in the afternoon.  Unable to poach the 

name of the TV programme, this exercise was 

called “The Bloomsbury Bout” and the five 

panellists listened carefully to each pitch and 

evaluated them against clear criteria.  

 

  

Pitching styles varied as the teams fought hard to 

capture the panel’s attention.  Nineteen researchers, in 

five teams, were successful and each team was awarded 

up to £30,000 to take its idea forward over a period of 

up to 12 months.  

 

The projects supported ranged across human and 

animal diseases, including malaria, tuberculosis, 

bovine respiratory disease, canine leptospirosis, 

schistosomiasis and soil-transmitted helminthiases. 

The interim results will be presented at a 

Symposium in April next year and there is already 

evidence of industry interest in the emerging ideas.  
 

 

We are most indebted to the panel: Dr. Hamish 

Tomlinson (Benevolent AI Ltd.), Dr Maria Nelson 

(Digital Catapult), Dr Derek Palmer (Prospect IP Ltd.), 

Dr Nigel Lambert (Movewrite Ltd.) and Dr Mark Dale 

(Conceptability Ltd.).  The neutral space for the Sandpit 

and pitching event was kindly provided free of charge by 

the Institute of Physics.  These events proved that by 

linking together a diverse group of researchers, most of 

whom had not met before, one can bring to the fore 

some truly innovative ideas that will help tackle 

challenges in human and animal health.  

 
 

_________________________________________________________________________  

Key contacts: 

 
The Bloomsbury SET team: 
Mr Mark Smith - Programme Manager  

Email: mark.smith@rvc.ac.uk 

 
Dr Adélia de Paula - Knowledge Exchange Officer  

Email: apaula@rvc.ac.uk 
 

College contacts: 
 

Dr Emma Tomlinson (RVC) 

Email: etomlinson@rvc.ac.uk 
 

Dr Alexandra Anderson (LSHTM) 

Email: Alexandra.Anderson@lshtm.ac.uk 
 

Dr Aygen Kurt-Dickson (LSE) 

Email: A.S.Kurt-Dickson@lse.ac.uk 
 

Ms Jessica Pavlos (SOAS) 

Email: jp61@soas.ac.uk 



  

Overview of our programme: 
 

To date, the programme has provided over £3.3 

million support for 8 Research & Development (R&D) 

projects, 3 Innovation Fellowships (IF) and 5 

Knowledge Exchange (KE) scoping studies within 

different themes. 

 
Livestock and Zoonotic Diseases 
 

 

Development and testing of a Streptococcus suis 

candidate vaccine (R&D) - £333,604 

Professor Brendan Wren (LSHTM) and  

Professor Dirk Werling (RVC) 
 

Development of a poultry vaccine platform 

based on transgenic coccidia parasites and 

evaluation of immunoprotection against 

necrotic enteritis (R&D) - £318,876 

Dr Virginia Marugan-Hernandez (RVC), Dr Francisco 

Olmo (LSHTM), Professor Damer Blake (RVC) and 

Professor Fiona Tomley (RVC)  
 

A multi-disciplinary approach to optimize, 

evaluate social uptake, and mathematically 

predict the impact of a novel point-of-

contact diagnostic test for targeted 

treatment of zoonotic hybrid and livestock 

schistosomiasis in sub-Saharan Africa (R&D) 

- £280,274 

Professor Joanne Webster (RVC) and Dr James 

Rudge (LSHTM)  
 

Tools and Technologies 
 

Mining RNA unmapped reads: developing a 

fast-diagnostic tool for infectious disease in 

cattle (IF) - £301,436 

Dr Laura Buggiotti (RVC)  
 

Development of a suspension bead assay 

targeting the zoonotic malaria parasite (IF) - 

£334,943 

Dr Kevin Tetteh (LSHTM) 
 

Bacteriophage technology: rapid point-of-care 

detection and antibiotic resistance profiling of 

tuberculosis infections (IF) - £346,123 

Dr Ben Swift (RVC)  
 

Neglected malaria parasites: genomic 

discovery and translation (R&D) - £99,960 

Dr Susana Campino (LSHTM), Professor Taane Clark 

(LSHTM) and Dr Martin Walker (RVC)  

 

Further project team details and abstracts for many grants can be found 

on our website:   

https://bloomsburyset.org.uk/awards/grant-successes/ 

https://bloomsburyset.org.uk/awards/innovation-fellowships/ 

  

 

  
Public Health 
 
Using system dynamics modelling for 

collaborative, evidence-based design of 

interventions to reduce tuberculosis 

transmission in South African health facilities 

(R&D) - £199,997 

Professor Alison Grant (LSHTM), Dr Justin Parkhurst 

(LSE), Professor Anna Vassall, Dr Fiammetta Bozzani 

and Dr Aaron Karat (all LSHTM)  
 

Multi-disciplinary research for the strategic and 

translational development of late-stage 

tuberculosis vaccine candidates (R&D) - £230,00 

Professor Richard White (LSHTM), Dr Rebecca Harris 

(LSHTM), Dr Miqdad Asaria (LSE) and Professor Janet 

Seeley (LSHTM)  
 

Localised Evidence and Decision-making 

(LEAD) Project (R&D) - £350,776 

Professor Tim Allen (LSE) and Professor Melissa Parker 

(LSHTM)  

 
The potential role of wildlife in antimicrobial 

resistance and ecosystem contamination (R&D) 

- £358,201 

Professor Ayona Silva-Fletcher (RVC), Dr Simon Rofe 

(SOAS) and Dr Tierney Kinnison (RVC)  
 

https://bloomsburyset.org.uk/awards/grant-successes/
https://bloomsburyset.org.uk/awards/innovation-fellowships/


  

AI and Big Data:  
 

Big data analysis to identify innovative solutions 

for combating respiratory disease and reducing 

antimicrobial use in beef cattle (KE) - £32,000 

Professor Luca Guardabassi (RVC), Dr Richard Stabler 

(LSHTM), Dr Muna Anjum (APHA) and Professor Debby 

Bogaert (University of Edinburgh) 

 
Building automated genomics data curation and 

collection pipeline (KE) - £30,500 

Dr Jody Phelan (LSHTM), Mr Gary Napier (LSHTM), Dr 

Ruby Chang (RVC) and Dr Martin Walker (RVC) 

 
Predicting treatment outcomes for neglected 

tropical diseases (KE) - £31,220 

Dr Martin Walker (RVC), Dr Jody Phelan (LSHTM) and 

Dr Julie Halder (RVC/IDDO) 

 

  

 
 
Phenotype Image Data and Digital 

Learning Innovation - PhIDDLI (KE) 

- £32,000 

Dr Michael Delves (LSHTM), Dr Rajat Dhawan (LSE), Dr 

Maurizio Gioli (SOAS), Dr Edgar Whitley (LSE) 

 

 
Every dog has its data. Canine Leptospirosis: 

Machine learning methods for VetCompass and 

laboratory data linkage (KE) - £30,00 

Professor David Brodbelt (RVC). Mr Noel Kennedy 

(RVC), Dr Dan O’Neill (RVC), Professor David Church 

(RVC),  Dr Sam Clifford (LSHTM) and Professor 

Yonghong Peng (University of Sunderland) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Future events:                       
 
Save the date 

 

Public Health Symposium 
5th March 2020 

Central London (tbc) 
 

Big Data Symposium 
21st or 23rd April 2020 (tbc) 
Central London (tbc) 

 

 

The Bloomsbury SET is offering a limited number of funded places for 

members of its project teams to present a poster or paper at the  

6th World One Health Congress in Edinburgh - 14-18 June 2020 

www.onehealthplatform.com. The deadline for abstracts is 15 

January 2020.  

If interested in attending, please contact the Programme Manager, Mark 

Smith (marksmith@rvc.ac.uk), by Thursday 2 January 2020. 
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